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へ の O つ 公 QG 毅 咽 


に に Et 
迷 紙 | 思 際 く 中 @ 赴 戦 共 
十 く 擬 手 ぐ 窒 人 圏 人 
や 宗門 戦 の 認 で で 生 
十 く 杉江 手 ヘー や 詳 
合 う 換 表 股 詳 映 和 yo 
りう 上 半 人 YSrQ" 

SS の つ 7 親 詳 玩 選 束 
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「K 江 詳 」 ざ つ ^ で の ら 
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メダ ル ゲ ー ム 機 ( 完 成品 ) 
(大 人 用 ・ 子 供用 
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導 病 つき 2 の S 
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・ 某 左 ど 本 

間 に ( く よこ ば さぶ) 
阜 坊 培 還 や eoS^ 
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ハチ と お 花畑 が 目印 の 大 型 プ ライ スズ マシン! 


《 か わい い / チ と お 花 才 で 、 女 性 ユー ザー の 視 綴 を 釘付け! り ) キッ チ 効 果 バ ツ グ ン ! 
方 は 簡単 、 フ ッ ク 式 の 的 に ひっ か け て 量 品 を 落と す だ > 2 ョ ロ 所 レ 神 "- ガ ルー レッ て 決 足 ! 
目 儲 ペ イア ウト 率 に 問 易 度 を 調節 する 自動 易 度 主 人 に 3 か 、 び 。 入 : 1 = 紀 有 ご きい 自動 難易 度 
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1ihTK リ 一 トー ミ &G 


^ 填 世 旧 中 彼 、 三 丈 公 Q 


昌 玉 重く 附 し ot0 「N ト ー ベ KK」 


米 園 トロ へ 到 ポー 
へ を ぐ か ホ さ 人 て KK 


ー ト ー ミ を 7 十 要 | 上 
信 Q11OO1 和 1 束 | 加 
6 し G 国 還 田 十 尽 中 


「 ト ー ミ テツ さり ト さ ・ 
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補 問 "日 さ ヘ ー ロ ロト 
ふ ト ー 公 好 (回 で) 雪 英 
恒 如 嘱 窒 唱 つ し る yo 
ツン ロ 焦 章 正 ロ ホー マ 


へ か て S ル セー よ で へ へ 
EtctS79EIS 
た さく 

を か ロー 過 と お 7 
や 下 避 由記 に ふつ ホー 
さ K 妨 り 剛 握 筐 記入 握 " 
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の 
き 
は 
二 
ミ 
ミ 
き 
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JAMMA Show (Tokyo. Japan) 
World Gaming Expo (Las Vegas, U.S.A) 
AMOA Expo'99 (Las Vegas, U.S.A.) 

Fun Expo'99 (Las Vegas, U.S.A ) 
FER-Interazar (Madrid, Spain) 
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Int| Amusement EXpo (Buenos Aires, Argentina) 
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Amuse World'99 (Seoul. Korea) 
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Elex'99 (Moscow, Russia) 
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Interschau'00 (Bremen, Germany) 
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スー 公 mAQ ら っ ら の 公 
忠志 尽 ^ MS 人 晶 握 
JO 9 
[Lo oo 邊 と さ へ 人 
で ふ こ トト SNH ホー 
転 想 和 め 王 し じ ヘ ー 
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Konami Drops Request 
T0 Ban Jaleco's “VJ" 


Konami Co.、Ltd.、Tokyo、an- 
nounced on July 23 that it has with- 
drawn its request for a preliminary in- 
Junction to prevent Jaleco Ltd.、 Tokyo、 
from manufacturing and selling 
Jaleco's music video game “VJ". 
Konami's request alleged that Jaleco 
infringed upon Konami's patent for the 
music video game “Beaumania". 
Konami has not yet filed a patent law- 
suit against Jaleco in the Tokyo Dis- 
rict Court. 

According to Konami、it withdrew 
its request for a preliminary injunc- 
tion because Jaleco has affirmed that 
it has scrapped all "VJ"s it owns and 
halted all manufacture and sales of the 
machine. On the same day as it With- 
drew the request against Jaleco、 
Konami filed a similar claim against 
Namco Ltd.、 Tokyo. The reason is that 
Konami wants to prevent Namco from 
operating the “VJ" machines it bought 
from Jaleco 

According to Jaleco、 however、 the 
reason that Konami withdrew its re- 
quest for a preliminary injunction is 
not what Konami claims it is. Jaleco's 
assertion is that sincc the technologies 
which the patcnt No. 2922509 covers 
and Konami insists they are Konami's 
inventories、cxisted before Konami 
tried to register it(、Konami's patent 
claim is invalid. Therefore、on June 
21.Jaleco filed an application with the 
Patent Office asking for a ruling on 
the validity of the pantent. If the Patent 
Office rules the patent to be invalid、 it 
follows hat no such patent existed 
from the very beginning. 

According to Jaleco. concerning the 
preliminary injunction filed by 
Konami、 both parties were summoned 
to the Tokyo District Court. There. the 
judge、 upon finding that there are no 
grounds for the preliminary injunction 
requested by Konami、adyised Konami 
to withdraw its claim、and said that i 
Konami did not dismiss the claim、 then 
the court would issue a decision on 
July 23 rejecting Konami's request. 
Therefore、according to Jaleco、 Konami 
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withdrew its claim for the simple rea- 
son that the judge in the case had de- 
termined the preliminary injunction to 
be unnecessary. In order to get confir- 
mation of this、“Cgre 7gcze" 
talked to the lawyer acting as SDokes- 
man for Konami and he did not deny 
Jaleco's Version of events. 

Another point. according to Jaleco、 
is that. although “VJs" were sold in 
January and February、the operation in- 
come fell dramatically in March and 
sales of the machine stopped. There- 
fore、Jaleco scrapped about 500 “VJs" 
including 13 units installed at Jaleco's 
arcades. These steps Were taken purely 
on the basis of financial considerations 
at Jalec cording to the company's 
executive director、 Yoshibumi Mori. 

Why, then、 did Konami request a 
preliminary injunction against Namco?. 
Konami's spokesman did not give a 
clear reason for the action、but the 
company is asserting that Namco is 
infringing upon Konami's patent by op- 
erating Jaleco's “VJs" at Namco ar- 
cades、 and that Konami will also take 
legal steps against many other opera- 
tors. 


amco has received no legal no- 
tice at all from Konami on the matter. 
However、in response to an article in 
the Nihon Keizai newspaper of July 
23、 Namco has made it clear that it 
hle an application with the Patent 
Office askins for a rulins on the va- 
lidity of Konami's claimed patent 
Namco has already removed 7 “VJ's 
which it had bought from Jaleco and 
installed at Namco's arcades 
According to Namco、 this type of 
patent problem should be solved by 
the manufacturers themselves、and 
Konami's unilateral action - abruptly 
filing a preliminary injunction 
an Operator who is merely operating 
TVJFTs - not reasonable、 and will 
cause much uncertainty and confusion 
among other operators. However, feel- 


H. Nakayama 
Sets Up 
Consultancy 


Hayao Nakayama, former vice 
chairman of Sega Enterprises、 set up a 
consultant company、Amuse-Capital 
Ltd.、 Tokyo、 and started business on 
Jaly 21. The new company will offer 
advice on arcade operations and the 
establishment of new game centers. 
Further information may be obtained 
by contacting the company: phone (81) 
3-5408-3835. 

Nakayama has also assumed office 
as honorary advisor of Sega、 chairman 
of Sega Toys、 chairman of Kyokuichi、 
and chairman of Pasona. 


ing that it has to respond sincerely to 
Konami's claims、 Namco has alerady 
removed some “VJ's from its arcades. 

Althoush Konami asked JAMMA 
to consider JAMMA's “C&C Charter* 
and to discuss the problem of “VJ"、 
its request was rejected and Konami 
Was advised by JAMMA to take legal 
action if it felt its rights were being 
infringed (see “Cee /7gc/e" Ao. 
8 の). As a result、 Konami withdrew 
its representative from JAMMA's 
board of directors setting the stage for 
its unilateral legal action. This seems 
to have been Konami's policy. 

Although Konami's “Beatmania" 
Patent was registered on April 30、no- 
body other than Konami could know 
its contents. On July 26, however, it 
was included in the Japan Patent Of- 
fice Bulletin、 so that it can be accessed 
by anyone. 

Konami has not yet brought a civil 
lawsuit against Jaleco、 and has not yet 
announced whether or notit will bring 
a similar suit against Namco. It js 
jikely that、 even if Konami do file a 
patent 1awsuit。 unless the Patent Of- 
fice issues a clear decision on the in- 
validity judgement requsted by Jaleco 
and Konami、no judgement can be 
handed down in such as patent law- 


2nd Straight 
Year 0Df LO0ss 
For Seta C0. 


Seta Co.、Ltd.、Tokyo、posted 
\1.746 million in non-consolidated 
revenue. down 0.4% from the preced- 
ing year.and \1.329 million in net loss 
\1.290 million last year)、 for the fis- 
cal year ended May 1999.S 
Aruze's subsidiary and is not af 
to Sega Enterprises. Seta also an- 
nounced on July 16 that、 in Septem- 
ber.it will move its head office to 
Ariake, Tokyo, where Aruze is head- 
quartered、 and that the term of settle- 
ment be changed to one ending in 
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March. Seta does not produce consoli- 
dated results 

A breakdown of revenue shows that 
coin-op games accounted for \583 mil- 
lion. up 32.8%、home videos \722 mil- 
lion、down 38.9%、and others \440 
milion、 up 340%. 

According to Seta, it was expected 
that more game software for the coin- 
op CG game system “Aleck 64" would 
be sold and results were well below 
expectations. Additionally、disposal of 
dead stock and Visco stock lead to Seta 
posting a deficit for the second year in 
a roW. 

Seta forecasts \2.611 million in 
reVenue and \92 million in net income 
for the fiscal year ending March 2000 
(9 months only). 


Handheld Video 
Games Become 
Internet-FriendIy 


Almost all personal computer us- 
ers use internet e-mail. Sega exDects 
that players will be eager to access the 
internet using its “Dreamcast"' console. 
Recently, Bandai、 parent company of 
Banpresto、also announced that its 
“Wonder Swan" handheld video can 
be used to access the internel. 

According to Bandai、the "Wonder 
Gate" will include a cartridge and cable 
for internet connection and will ship 
in December 1999. The price is not 
fixed. By connecting it to the “Won- 
der Swan" and then to a portable 
phone、jit is possible to send and re- 
ceive e-mail. 

In the case of handheld video 
games、Nintendo is also planning to 
incorporate internet capability in its 
next generation model of "Game Boy". 

In the portable telephone business、 
a new product which can indepen- 
dently access the internet Without a 
separate handheld device has been 
shipped recently and is enjoying huge 
success in Japan. 
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! VIDEO GAME PCBS (Useg) 
JJ DELUXE VIDEOS 
& SIMULATORS (Reconditioned) 


FOR SALE 


Visit our websight for more information 


E-mail: filImor 


Tel: +81(727)54-2535 
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FILLMORE, INC. 
10-23 Koda 2, Ikeda, Osaka 563-0043, Japan. 
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